
Calgary Association of Legal Administrators

Bow Valley Postal Outlet
Box 20126

Calgary, Alberta T2P 4H3 

2021/2022

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT 
Robert McLauchlin 
Burnet, Duckworth & 
Palmer LLP 
403.260.0389 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
(Memberships) 
Michelle Zizek 
Parlee McLaws LLP 
403.294.7067

VP SPONSORSHIPS
Susan Taylor-Heward 
Blake, Cassels & 
Graydon LLP 
403.663.2861 

VP PROGRAMS 
AnneMarie Wensrich, RCIC 
MLT Aikins LLP 
403.693.4339 

VP EDUCATION
Rada Baljak 
Dentons Canada LLP 
403.268.6816 

VP COMMUNICATIONS 
Rene Brenkman 
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 
403.232.9469 

TREASURER 
Vikram Adhikari 
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 
403.592.7118 

SECRETARY 
Cheryl Morgan 
Vogel LLP 
403.692.5216 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Andrea Boyle 
Stikeman Elliott LLP 
403.508.9265 

CALA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday, April 13, 2022 

12:00 p.m.  Murrieta’s 

Robert McLauchlin opened the AGM by welcoming everyone and thanking 
for attending the first in-person AGM in two years. 

We managed to have some in-person events this year and did our best with 
some virtual/hybrid events. We hope to get back to more in-person but will 
continue with hybrid options. 

Thank you to all subsection leaders: 

Kevin Larsen – IT 
Stacy Koehler & Sarah Davidson – HR & Marketing 
Nayla Mawji – Finance 
Vern Barnard – Facilities 

The new marketing subsection has started out with 29 members, which is 
an amazing start. 

Thank you to all committee members: 

Diversity & Inclusion 
Salary Survey 
Golf Tournament 
CALA Audit 
Nominations 

Thank you to all Board members, who have managed to meet virtually each 
month. 

Next year’s strategic planning meeting to be held in May. 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Vikram Adhikari 

Our revenue comes from Memberships and Business Partner Sponsorships. 
This past fiscal year our income was similar to that of the year before. 

Our expenses were also less than what we budgeted because some in-
person events got cancelled due to Covid. 

For the golf tournament, we had less golfers than anticipated so we ended 
up spending more for the event. All cash collected from the sale of 
mulligans was donated to the Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter. 

November Happy Hour 50/50 Fundraising money was split between the 
lucky winner and the Veteran’s Association Food Bank. 



2 

The ALA Conference was cancelled again so the budgeted funds were not spent . 

Our Happy Hours were more popular this year so we ended up spending more on those than 
budgeted for. 

PROGRAMS/EVENTS REPORT – AnneMarie Wensrich 

It has been an interesting year. We were very lucky to have had all of our events in person 
this year – squeezed in between shutdowns – and with a few hiccups along the way. It was 
great to see people come out again after nearly two years. 

Our first event was the Stampede breakfast at the Marriott. We were initially tentative about 
booking in person wondering if people would be comfortable. But Kenney said ‘open for 
summer’ so we decided to go ahead and it was well attended. 

We squeezed in a Christmas event at National on 8th before another shut down and that was a 
fun time. 

We had three well attended Happy Hours during the year. 

All-in-all we had some well attended and successful events. 

EDUCATION REPORT – Rada Baljak 

Thank you to everyone for supporting virtual events – it showed respect for our speakers 
when they have a good audience. 

We started in the Fall with our Truth & Reconciliation event, then continued with virtual 
events and planned two in-person events at the beginning of the year that did not go ahead. 

Law Firm Leaders Lunch coming up on May 10 at the Palliser. 

We have a Diversity & Inclusion in-person event planned. 

SPONSORSHIPS REPORT – Robert McLauchlin on behalf of Susan Taylor-Heward 

We wouldn’t be financially stable without our business partners. 

We have a total of 21 business partners, which is down from 23. Thankfully, most have stood 
by us through Covid and we appreciate their long term support. 

We gave a 25% reduction in sponsorship fees due to Covid. 

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT – Rene Brenkman 

Have been maintaining the CALA website and content including uploading minutes, treasurer’s 
reports and membership lists to appropriate groups. Encouraged everyone to take a look at 
the website. 

Created Member and Business Partner accounts on the website. 

Managed and updated social media accounts including LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter. 

Took pictures at events and posted on news section of website and social media. 
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MEMBERSHIPS REPORT – Michelle Zizek 

We had a successful membership year. 

While 17 members dropped off, we did get 20 new members. 

We ended the year with 120 regular members. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Robert McLauchlin 

Motion to vote on audited financials for 2021/22 by Cali Oppenheim. Motion was seconded by 
Rada Baljak. 100% in attendance voted to accept the audited financials for 2021/22. 

Thanked Andrea for her 7 years of service on the Board and for her support. 

As the Board is full, no vote required. The Slate of Officers for 2022/23 was approved by the 
Membership in attendance at the 2021/2022 AGM. 

The new Slate of Officers for the 2022/23 CALA year are as follows: 

President:  Michelle Zizek, Parlee McLaws 
President Elect/Memberships: Susan Taylor-Heward, Blakes 
Past President: Robert McLauchlin, Burnet Duckworth & Palmer LLP 
VP Programs:  AnneMarie Wensrich, MLT Aikins LLP 
VP Education:  Cheryl Morgan, Vogel LLP 
VP Sponsorships:  Rada Baljak, Dentons Canada LLP 
VP Communications:  Rene Brenkman, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 
Treasurer:  Vikram Adhikari, Osler Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 
Secretary:  Kevin Larsen, Gowlings 


